Waiver of Initial Capital Certification Training Application

The Supreme Court of Virginia (SCV) and the Virginia Indigent Defense Commission (VIDC), in conjunction with the Virginia State Bar, have adopted standards for attorneys admitted to practice law in Virginia who are qualified to represent defendants charged with capital murder or sentenced to death.  Attorneys who meet the standards must submit an application for consideration to be on the certified capital defense counsel list which is maintained by the VIDC and the Supreme Court of Virginia.  VA Code §19.2-163.8.

The following information is required for consideration of a waiver of the initial certification training and to be certified as defense counsel in capital cases:

1.
Name:
 
      



     



     

            

______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
              First



Middle



Last  

2.  
Firm Name: 
     







  




_____________________________________________


PO Box:  
     


   

                                   
_____________________________________________


Street:        
             

                                   
_____________________________________________                                                                      

    
City:           
     



State:
       

Zip: 
      


     
____________________________
         
 ___________          
 __________________


     



3.  
Office Phone Number: 
     


      
4.
Office Fax Number: 
     







        
_________________________


   

_____________________

5.  
Office Email Address: 
     








        
_________________________
6.   
Are you an active member of the Virginia State Bar in good standing?  

 Yes  

 No

7.  
Virginia State Bar ID number: 

     


                                                     





             

_____________________

8. 
Year licensed to practice in Virginia: 
     


                        






    
_____________________

9.
Describe with particularity the following information: 


Information demonstrating your substantial knowledge and understanding of the requirements of capital 
representation in the following areas:

A. Relevant state and federal law, including the representation of foreign nationals;
B. Pleading and Motion practice;
C. Pre-trial investigation, preparation, and theory development regarding guilt/innocence and penalty;
D. Jury selection;
E. Trial preparation and presentation, including the use of experts;
F. Investigation, preparation, and presentation of mitigating evidence;
G. Investigation, preparation, and presentation of mental health evidence including intellectual disability;
H. Ethical considerations particular to capital defense representation;
I. Preservation of the record for post-conviction review and capital appellate practice;
J. Relationship building with the client and the client’s family;
K. Presentation and rebuttal of scientific evidence.
10.
Describe with particularity information demonstrating your experience in providing high quality legal 
representation to persons charged with capital murder:

11.
Describe with particularity information demonstrating your skill in the management and conduct of complex 
negotiations and capital litigation:
12.
Describe with particularity information demonstrating your skill in oral advocacy:

13.
Describe with particularity information demonstrating you skill in the elements of capital trial advocacy such as 
cross-examination of witnesses, and opening and closing statements:  


You must also fill out the Capital Counsel Initial Certification Application to complete the application process.
NOTICE:

To maintain eligibility for capital certification, an attorney shall formally re-certify two years after being initially certified by completing specialized training in capital litigation approved by the VIDC.  

REMOVAL:  An attorney whose application is approved will be included in the capital appointment list for a period of four years, after which time the attorney's name will be removed from the list.  An attorney will not be placed back on the list unless a new initial certification application is submitted and approved.  The expiration of an attorney's certification will not affect the attorney's prior appointment in any pending case.  

CERTIFICATE:

I hereby certify that the answers provided to the above questions are true and complete.  The VIDC may request further information to verify that I have met the qualification requirements.  Failure to comply may result in my denial or removal from the certified counsel list.  

Initials: _____

I understand that if I provide any information that is dishonest, fraudulent or a misrepresentation, I will be reported to the Virginia State Bar for a misconduct inquiry under Rule 8.4 of Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct, removed from the certified counsel list, and the courts will be notified of the removal.  

Initials: _____

Signature:  ______________________________________​​____ Date: _______________

Return completed application to:

Attorney Certification

Virginia Indigent Defense Commission

1604 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 200

Richmond, Virginia 23229

Phone:  (804) 662-7249 ext. 139

Fax:  (804) 662-7452
Mr.


Mrs.


Ms.








4/30/15

